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• A judicial proceeding to 
determine the nature, 
extent, and relative 
priority of water rights.

• Rights to surface water 
(streams, lakes, springs, 
subflow, etc.) are being 
adjudicated.



Arizona General 
Stream Adjudications

• Gila River Adjudication 
proceeds in the 
Maricopa Superior 
Court

• Little Colorado River 
Adjudication proceeds 
in the Apache Superior 
Court
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ADWR’s Role 

To provide technical assistance to the Court by:

• Issuing New Use Summons

• Accepting filings, amendments, and 
assignments of Statements of Claimant

• Investigating and reporting on water uses 
as directed by the Court

• Providing reports on various technical 
issues Verde NRCD
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Statement of Claimant

• “SOC” (39-XXXXXX)

• The filing of a completed SOC serves as an 
official claim of a water right and enters the 
claim into the adjudication proceedings.

• Anyone who uses or has used water for any 
purpose within an adjudicated watershed 
may file and SOC to participate in the 
adjudication proceedings.
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Statement of Claimant

• An SOC is not a water right, 
nor is it permission to use 
water. A water right must 
be acquired in accordance 
with state or federal law.

• An SOC must be supported 
by a “basis of claim” to 
prove validity of the claim. 
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SOC Form

• A different form is used for each 
beneficial use type (Stockpond, 
Domestic, Irrigation, Other Uses)

• Instructions for filling out each 
type of form can be found on the 
ADWR Adjudications website 
(www.azwater.gov/adjudications)
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SOC Form

• Basis of Claim- Method by which the claimed 
water right was established

• Claimed Priority Date- When the water was 
first used beneficially

• Claimed Right- How much water is used 
and/or stored annually
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SOC Form

• Place of Use (“POU”)- 
Where the water is 
being used

• Point of Diversion 
(“POD”)- Where the 
water is being 
diverted from
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Is there already an SOC associated with my 
property?

1) www.azwater.gov/adjudications

2) Interactive Maps & Data Downloads

3) STATEMENT OF CLAIMANT LOCATOR

SOC Locator
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SOC Locator
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SOC Imaged Records

How do I view an SOC?

1) infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare

2) Search ADWR’s Imaged Records

3) Imaged Record: SOC Document
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SOC Imaged Records
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SOC Imaged Records
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SUBFLOW

“The underflow, subflow or 
undercurrent, as it is variously 
called, of a surface stream may 
be defined as those waters 
which slowly find their way 
through the sand and gravel 
constituting the bed of the 
stream, or the lands under or 
immediately adjacent to the 
stream and are themselves a 
part of the surface stream.”

 –Southwest Cotton
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SUBFLOW

Is my well near the Subflow Zone?

1) www.azwater.gov/adjudications

2) Interactive Maps & Data Downloads

3) SUBFLOW ZONE DELINEATION FOR 
VERDE AND SAN PEDRO WATERSHEDS
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• Search by address or 
Well Registration 
Number (55-
XXXXXX).

• Displays centroid of 
nearest 40-acre tract, 
not actual well 
location. 

SUBFLOW
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           Rachel L. Cook
              Phone: 602-771-0499

               ADWR Website: www.azwater.gov 
               ADWR Twitter: @azwater

Court Website:
www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/GeneralStreamAdjudication
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