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Ownership Acres Percentage

Coconino 
N.F 844,214 64.38%

Prescott 
N.F 121,613 9.27%

Private 
Land 88,743 6.77%

State Trust 
Land 16,839 1.28%

Tonto N.F 237,619 18.12%

Other 2,257 0.17%

Total Acres 1,311,285



Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS)

Originally established by Congress in 
1935 as the Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS)

 NRCS works with landowners through 
conservation planning and assistance 
designed to benefit the soil, water, air, 
plants, and animals that result in 
productive lands and healthy 
ecosystems.



Local Work Groups

 Subcommittee of the State Technical 

Committee

 Provide recommendations to NRCS on 

local and state natural resource priorities 

and criteria for conservation activities 

and programs

 Utilize information from the LWG when 

ranking applications



Local work group recommendations will be 

submitted to State Technical Committee and the 

District Conservationist

State Technical Committee

Local Work Group 

Conservation 
District(s)

District 
Conservationist 



Funding Opportunities with 

the NRCS
 EQIP-Environmental Quality Incentives Program

 CSP-Conservation Stewardship Program

 RCPP- Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program

 ACEP- Agricultural Conservation Easement 

Program

 CIG-Conservation Innovation Grants



What is a Conservation 

Plan?

 Record of decisions and supporting information 

for treatment on a land unit 

 Identifies natural resource concerns

 Describes the schedule of implementation for 

practices and activities needed to solve 

identified resource concerns

 Takes advantage of opportunities available 

 Developed & implemented to protect, conserve 

&/or enhance natural resources within the 
client’s social and economic interests & abilities.



How Conservation Planning 

Works
Consider the needs and 

capabilities of each acre 
within the plan

Consider the client’s 
facilities, machinery, and 
economic situation

 Incorporate the client’s 
willingness to try new 
practices

Consider the land’s 
relationship to the entire 
farm, ranch, or 
watershed



NRCS Planning Process



Phase 1: Inventory

1. Identify Problems & Opportunities

2. Determine Objectives

3. Inventory Resources

4. Analyze Resource Data



Phase 2: Make Decisions

5. Formulate Alternatives

6. Evaluate Alternatives

7. Make Decisions



Phase 3: Implement the Plan

8. Implement Plan

9. Evaluate the Plan

- Apply for financial assistance 

programs

- Design conservation practices in 

the plan

- Monitor plan implementation



Inefficient Use of Irrigation 

Water

 Conservation Practices

 Irrigation System, Micro-Irrigation

 Irrigation System, Surface/Subsurface

 Irrigation Water Management

 Structure for Water Control

Cover Crop

 Irrigation Pipeline



AZ Farm Bill Program 

Deadlines for FY 2016

Land Treatment Programs Application Deadline

EQIP-Funding Cycle 3 April 1, 2016

EQIP-Funding Cycle 4 July 1, 2016

Land Stewardship Program Application Deadline

CSP March 31, 2016



Eligibility

 Evidence that you are an Ag. Producer

 Irrigation history (if applicable), 2 out of the last 5 years

 Register your land with Farm Service Agency (FSA)

 Proof of control of the land where the practice is 

being installed 

 Deed

 Lease

 Proof of signature authority (shows you can enter into 

contact for an entity)



How to Apply



 Internet
• Web Soil Survey  

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/

• Soil Web Application 

• Plant Database

http://plants.usda.gov/java/

Interactive tools for Soil Information

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
http://plants.usda.gov/java/


Plants 

Database



Web Soil Survey



Web Soil Survey Area of Interest

 Define the Area of Interest



Web Soil Survey Area of Interest

 Select the general area

 Zoom into specific area desired

 Use AOI tool to define specific area of interest



Web Soil Survey Soil Map



Web Soil Survey Soil Information

 Explore the Soil Information



Web Soil Survey Soil Information

 Explore the Soil Information



Web Soil Survey Custom Report
 Create a custom soil report for the AOI



Web Soil Survey Custom Report



Questions?
928-774-2401 ext. 111
shai.schendel@az.usda.gov
www.az.nrcs.usda.gov


